
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
 
QATSIF Scholarships - Applications open 22

nd
 June 2016 

 
Brisbane 22nd June 2016: 
 
The Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Foundation (QATSIF) is a not-
for-profit organisation first established in 2009.  
 
QATSIF recognises the vital role that successful completion of schooling and the availability 
of opportunities through higher education have in building a foundation for employment and 
better quality of life. However, it is equally aware that the costs of senior education continue 
to increase significantly. 
 
Under the QCE Scholarship Program, QATSIF provides two-year scholarship funding to 
support students commencing in Year 11. QATSIF funds successful students following 
applications from Queensland secondary schools. The intention of the funding is to increase 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander student retention in Years 11 and 12 rather than simply 
sustain existing retention rates. 
 
Since its first year of operation in 2010, QATSIF has awarded over 3,500 QATSIF QCE 
Scholarships to young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Queenslanders in over 230 
secondary schools throughout Queensland 
 
Current QATSIF schools share some of their responses to QATSIF Scholarships: 
 
“The QATSIF scholarship program is a very worthwhile initiative that is beneficial to our 
Indigenous students. Funding under the scholarship has been very helpful in assisting our 
students to access subjects on preference rather than cost, meaning greater opportunity for 
success.”   
 
“The knowledge she was supported by QATSIF gave one of our students the courage  to not 
give up when things were difficult; she felt that she now has a responsibility to continue on 
and get into Physiotherapy and represent Aboriginal People to the best of her ability.” 
 
“QATSIF scholarships within our school provide a valuable component in meeting the many 
needs of our Indigenous students. Without this scholarship,  students would be 
disadvantaged compared to others, especially in regard to their personal self-esteem and 
their ability to attend school related activities at the same level as Non-Indigenous students. 
This ability to compete at an "equal" goes a long way to ensuring that all of our students feel 
comfortable in firstly attending school and then comfortable in completing and achieving at a 
high level.” 
 
 



A QATSIF mother shares her response: 
 
“What QATSIF meant to my family When my daughter  received her QATSIF scholarship as 
she entered Senior High School, it opened opportunities for her that I would never have 
been able to provide. Through her continued enrolment at school,, she was given the 
opportunity to do well in her studies, and participate in many extra-curricular activities, such 
as University engagement camps, the Constitutional Convention, and other Indigenous 
programs. Together, my daughter and I battled through a personal illness crisis, but knowing 
that QATSIF was covering her school costs relieved me from the worry of that particular 
burden. With the confidence that she gained , my daughter was able to take full advantage 
of her natural abilities, and flourish as a young Indigenous woman. She is now attending the 
University of Melbourne, on a full scholarship, where she is breaking new ground, as the first 
ever Torres Strait woman to study Chemical Engineering. Her QATSIF scholarship helped 
my daughter to become the first in her family to graduate from High School, the first ever to 
attend University. It opened the way for her to break new ground, and become the high-
achieving young Indigenous woman she is today.” 
 
 
 

Applications for QATSIF Scholarships for Years 11 and 12 in 
2017-2018 open to students through your schools today, 22

nd
 

June 2016 and close 26 August 2016 
 
 
 
 
For Further Media Information Contact : 
 
Professor Cindy Shannon, Chair QATSIF Board of Advice 
Phone:07-32571777 
Email: enquiries@qatsif.org.au 
 
 


