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The Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Foundation is an independent 
public foundation established by the Queensland State Government in November 
2008 to provide scholarships as a secure funding source for improved educational 
outcomes for Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people. The 
Public Trustee of Queensland is the Trustee of the Foundation. 
 
QATSIF recently celebrated two Graduation Ceremonies for Year 12 QATSIF 
Scholarship Recipients in Cairns and Brisbane. 
 
The Cairns Graduation Ceremony was held at St Mary's Catholic College Cairns on 
15 October. and attended by Woree State High School, Peace Lutheran College, Mt 
St Bernard College Herberton, Atherton State High School, Good Counsel College 
Innisfail, St Andrew's College Redlynch, St Monica's College, St Stephen's Catholic 
College and St Mary's Catholic College. Sixty Nine Year 12 Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander QATSIF Scholarship Recipients celebrated their QATSIF Year 12 
Graduation. 
 
The Brisbane Graduation Ceremony was held at the University of Queensland on 
22nd October and was attended by 47 Brisbane State, Catholic and Independent 
Schools celebrating the Year 12 Graduation representing 207 of the 487  Year 12 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Brisbane QATSIF Scholarship Recipients 
successfully completing Grade 12 in 2015.  
  
In both Graduation Ceremonies students made a significant contribution.  
 
In Cairns the MC for the ceremony was Colin Costello, a Year 11 QATSIF Student. 
Inspiring speeches were shared by Zaiah Sepon from Good Counsel College and 
Micksly Lampton from Woree State High School. Emily Conley from St Monica's 
College performed on the Cello for the enjoyment of all. 
 
In Brisbane, The MC was Joshua Creamer, Barrister, who is also a Member of the 
QATSIF Board of Advice. The Chair of QATSIF, Professor Cindy Shannon in 
congratulating all students also reminded them of the history of the struggle for 
justice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. She also voiced her pride in 
the students who contributed to the ceremony including Beenleigh State High School 
traditional dancers. Special mention was made of the power and inspiration of the 
student speakers: 
 

 Justice King from Spinifex State College who spoke of her "Raise your Cards" 
Campaign for the development of mental health strategies for young people in 
Mt Isa;  

 Courtney Houston from Pine Rivers State High School who spoke of her hope 
of becoming a doctor and working in her Community with her people in the 
future; 

 Gabby Ceolin from Mt Alvernia College who spoke of her dream to attend 
University and the significance of important role models in her life 



 

 

 Glenala State High School student, Mitchell Harrison-Currie whose honesty 
and determination to complete school moved the hearts of all and brought 
tears to the eyes of many; 

 Javier Thompson from  Bremer State High School spoke about his passion to 
ensure that Indigenous Studies becomes a subject for all students and his 
resolve to become a teacher to help make this happen; 

 Justyce Pengilly from Mary Mackillop College spoke of her anger and 
frustration at decisions around the closure of remote communities and the 
lack of recognition in the Constitution. Justyce spoke of how this frustration 
became a powerful motivation for her artwork (recently on exhibition at 
Ipswich). 

 
Sheree Inns, Year 11 QATSIF student from Laidley State High School accompanied 
graduating students from her school and sang one her own original songs "Stand Up" 
further adding motivation and pride to all.  
 
In 2015, 911 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students on QATSIF/ QCE 
Scholarships will be graduating from Year 12 in Queensland State, Catholic and 
Independent Schools throughout Queensland. Of these, 117 students  have also 
been supported by Arrow Energy who have contributed financially to QATSIF in 
areas where they have Agreements with Traditional Owners. It was noted by the 
QATSIF Board of Advice Chair that it is becoming increasingly clear that QATSIF 
Scholarships are significant in "Closing the Gap" of school retention to Year 12 and 
QATSIF has much to celebrate. 
  
Patron of QATSIF, Aunty Ruth Hegarty also attended the Brisbane Graduation and 
delighted in the fact that QATSIF chose to partner with Riverbend Books in launching 
her two recently published children's books, "The Creatures of Dryden Gully" and 
"Pip and Pim". To the delight of all present Aunty Ruth personally signed many 
books. 
 
The consistent message from the Chair of QATSIF, Professor Cindy Shannon 
continues to speak powerfully to young QATSIF students: 
 

When I was asked to take on the role of Chair I  kept remembering that I 
personally was supported by a scholarship in my senior education and this has 
given me a career and a  life today which contributed greatly to where I am 
today. 
I am enormously proud that six years later, QATSIF Students, teachers, the 
Public Trustee, and Community Members all share the educational dream and 
vision and work closely for the benefit of the students many more of whom 
are now completing Year 12 – because of QATSIF. QATSIF won’t ever lose 
sight of Stolen Wages but is totally committed to doing all within our power 
to “close the gap” on disadvantage. We can’t change history but we can 
change the future and the future is education and our young people 

 
For further information contact Professor Cindy Shannon, Chair of QATSIF Board of 
Advice on 3257 1777 

 
Corporate financial support is welcomed by QATSIF as the QCE Scholarship 

Program grows beyond expectations. 


